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 AVOCA BOROUGH
THURSDAY, September 10, 2026 – COUNCIL MEETING
MEETING MINUTES

 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, September 10, 2026, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1850HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1854HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by guest Veteran, Butch McANDREW.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Jonathan GEDRICH, Chris VARZALY, Kyler KOVALESKI, Mike FULLER and Jim EMLAW. William SATKOWSKI and Ken BROWN were absent.   

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER. 
Prior to the start of the meeting, an additional action item was added to the agenda. Action Item #7 – Vote on Resolution 11 of 2026 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for Avoca Borough for Basketball Court Improvements and Equipment at West Avoca Park.

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second Chris VARZALY to pay all bills presented with monies available. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Chris VARZALY to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Mike FULLER to accept recommendation from Avoca Borough EMA Coordinator, Kevin O’BRIEN Sr. to appoint Kevin O’BRIEN Jr. and Colin GILDEA as Avoca Borough Deputy Coordinators. Roll Call Vote: (6) six Yes, Holly HOMSCHEK No 
Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept Community Center heater repair contract from Kevin KRAWCZYK & Sons for install of new gas heater – cost $10,500. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Jim EMLAW to adopt Resolution 10 of 2026 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for Avoca Borough Police Vehicle and Equipment for $142,212.52. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Mike FULLER to approve Pioneer Construction Pay Application #5 in amount of $23,806.08, Penn Eastern has reviewed the Pay Application and the completed work and recommends approval. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jim EMLAW to adopt Resolution 11 of 2026 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for Avoca Borough for Basketball Court Improvements and Equipment at West Avoca Park. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Councilman Chris VARZALY did ask EMA coordinator, Kevin O’BRIEN what was the purpose of (3) EMA representatives. O’BRIEN explained that he is no spring chicken and he has had some health issues. There are times when he is not around and others can fill in. Holly HOMSCHEK added that she contacted Luzerne County and there are no other municipalities with (3) representatives. O’BRIEN also reported that when he accepted the coordinator position after James McMAHON resigned, he only accepted it with the stipulation that his son, Kevin Jr., could be his deputy. Colin GILDEA is a good guy and willing to assist.  
Councilman Jim EMLAW asked what was the status of the old Auto Paint Building at 1100 Main Street, Avoca. The owner at one point cleaned up the building and put a lot of work into it and now it looks a mess again with weeds. The building was not listed on the upcoming tax sale but there was rumor that the building was in foreclosure. Code Enforcement was advised.   

Audience:
Donna PLEWINSKI from Spring Street, Avoca asked if there was anything that could be done about a nuisance neighbor. Her adult, female neighbor was running around naked and using foul language. The police had been there (4) four times, and no one did anything. Donna explained that she has lived there for (23) twenty three years and now things have gotten to the point where her son will not bring her grandkids over because of the nonsense going on next door. Donna explained that she leaves for work at 5:30am and she is scared as to what she will encounter, going out in the dark. She knows that the neighbor has a drug and mental health problem and she wants her to get help. Donna related that she is in fear for her life and something needs to be done there. The neighbor runs around at all hours of the night, ringing her doorbell. The Police advised that Donna should call the police anytime there was an issue and document any problems. 

Linda SABITUS,1391 Plane Street, Avoca reported that the potholes in the Brown’s section of town were getting bad. Drivers were actually going into people’s yards to avoid them. The Street Department was advised and addressed the matter. 

Street Department: 
Holly HOMSCHEK reported that the alley ways at the end of Wood Street and at the Plane Street Park need to be addressed. Michael VOLCH reported that they did work at both locations, but after each rainstorm it looks like nothing was done. Jonathan GEDRICH will contact Jeff BRAYER to see if we could borrow the larger roller to work at both locations. 

Discussion:
Cameras at the Little League were struck with lightning during the summer and have been out. The replacement cost from CVI was $3622.00. The Borough has a $1,000 deductible if turned into insurance. Council will decide how to proceed.   

Oil tanks at the Community Center were filled just before the heater broke. Now that we are converting to gas, what are we doing with oil in the tanks? Can we sell it, at what cost, who is able to get it out of there?   
    
Reminders: Blue Mass will be celebrated at St. Mary’s Church on 09/11/2026 at 7pm.
 Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adjourn at 1925HRS
