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AVOCA BOROUGH
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2026 – COUNCIL MEETING
MEETING MINUTES

 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, August 13, 2026, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1900HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1909HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by guest Veteran, Walter KMIEC.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, William SATKOWSKI, Jonathan GEDRICH, Ken BROWN, Chris VARZALY, Kyler KOVALESKI and Mike FULLER. Jim EMLAW was absent.   

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH, Code Enforcement Joseph JONES and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER. 

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Ken BROWN, second by Mike FULLER to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second Ken BROWN to pay all bills presented with monies available. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to donate $100 to the Avoca Open for AOH Scholarship Fund. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes  
Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to donate $100 to Pittston Area Baseball Booster Club. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
Motion by Gary Halagarda, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to approve Change Order #1in the amount of $12,222.28 for Bennet Street Wall project (pavement restoration, manhole repair and stonework). Still within budget. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes  
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to approve Pioneer’s PayApplication #4 in the amount of $18,200.05 Penn Eastern has reviewed the pay application, change order and completed work and recommends payment.  Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Audience: 
Joseph KWIATKOWSKI – Joe is buying a lot in Quail Hill at the intersection of Pittston Ave and Ivy Lane. He was asking if he was allowed to tie into the Avoca sewer on Pittston Ave. Joe was advised that he would have to check with Dupont Borough and DEP. Avoca could not give him the authority to do that. 

Linda LONGO – Dawson Street, Avoca – Linda reported that over the years she has trapped more than 30 cats in the Brown’s area. She has paid for all 30 out of her own pocket to trap, neuter and release the cats. She was asking if the Borough could put in for any funding to assist with the stray cat problem. She reported that Moosic and Old Forge have programs in place to assist residence. 

Cassandra BARBUTI – was also present with Linda and related that she would be willing to help educate residents about (TNR) programs and show them how to trap the cats.

Both LONGO and BARBUTI related that they would reach out to organizations and have them send information to the programs out there to assist with stary cat issues.  

Fire Chief Tom MATTHEWS – asked if the Fire Department could schedule a meeting with the fire committee.  

EMA KEVIN O’BRIEN Sr. – Councilman STAKOWSKI advised that there were a few questions regarding deputy coordinator appointments. The questions have been answered, and appointing deputies will be on next month’s agenda.    
 
Street Department: Michael VOLCH reported that the Street Department has been busy getting ready for the upcoming creek inspection. Councilman SATKOWSKI requested that pothole patching be completed on Spruce Street and the audience also added Campbell Street in Browns. 
    
Reminders:
Community Center heater repairs still need to be addressed.
Blue Mass will be celebrated at St. Mary’s Church on 09/11/2026 at 7pm.
 	Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Mike FULLER to adjourn at 1935HRS.                                                                                    
