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 				       AVOCA BOROUGH
                                     THURSDAY, JULY 9  2026 – COUNCIL MEETING
                                                                  MEETING MINUTES

 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, July 9, 2026, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1849HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1900HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by guest Veteran, Edward (Ned) JONES.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, William SATKOWSKI, Jonathan GEDRICH, Ken BROWN, Chris VARZALY and Mike FULLER. Jim EMLAW and Kyler KOVALESKI were absent.   

Also in attendance: Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER. Mayor Robert MULLEN was absent. 

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Ken BROWN, second by Mike FULLER to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second Chris VARZALY to pay all bills presented with monies available. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Ken BROWN, second by William SATKOWSKI to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept police report prepared and by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Council Vice-President William SATKOWSKI. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Chris VARZALY to TABLE the recommendation from Avoca Borough EMA Coordinator, Kevin O’BRIEN Sr. to appoint Kevin O’BRIEN Jr. and Colin GILDEA as Avoca Borough Deputy Coordinators, pending further information.  Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to renew Worker’s Comp Insurance with Encova Insurance – renewal quote $12,547, previous year quote $9,444. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes

Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Mike FULLER to adopt Resolution #8 of 2026 to participate in PA Sate Association of Boroughs Life Insurance for elected officials. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to adopt Resolution #9 of 2026 to participate in PA Sate Association of Boroughs Life Insurance for Borough Secretary/Manager.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Audience: 
Lisa KOBYLUS OSTROWSKI reported that her father lives at 735 Grove Street and the neighboring house at 731 Grove Street has a yard that is all overgrown. Trees are pushing through her father’s fence, and she has seen animals climbing the trees and going into the attic of the 731 home. Lisa was advised that they could cut back any branches hanging over the fence but any trees damaging the fence would be a civil matter. Avoca Borough Code Enforcement would be advised of the conditions. 
Gary SHAFFER reported that he lives in the Bennett Street alley and asked if there would be any additional work in the alley. He advised that water is ponding by the guiderail that was installed and his basement was flooded. Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK advised that he would reach out to Pioneer Construction to see if the grading could be changed in that area. SHAFFER was advised that a request was made to the State to use access grant funding to continue work in the alley but the request was denied. SHAFFER related that he would reach out to Jim HADDOCK’s Office to see if he could help with using the funding for additional work. 
SHAFFER also asked if the weeds along the alley could be trimmed back.   
Street Department: Most of the trees from the recent storm have been cleared and Jeff BRAYER to assist with trees and repairs of creek fence line.  
Reminders:
Still need to discuss repairs to Community Center heater. 
Go Joe 29 will be coming through Avoca Borough on Friday July 24, 2026 between 5:30 – 6:15pm. They plan to do a live shot from the parking lot for news. Theme: Red, White and YOU 
Motion by Ken BROWN, second by Willliam SATKOWSKI to adjourn meeting at 1923HRS.
