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 						AVOCA BOROUGH
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026 – COUNCIL MEETING
MEETING MINUTES

 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, May 14, 2026, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1843HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1856HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by William SATKOWSKI.

Veteran Recognition: In memory of US Marine Corp, Corporal George F. ALRICH Jr. for his service in the Korean War.  

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, James EMLAW, William SATKOWSKI, Jonathan GEDRICH, Kyler KOVALESKI, Ken BROWN, Chris VARZALY and Mike FULLER  

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.  

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by William SATKOWSKI to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second Mike FULLER to pay all bills presented with monies available. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Ken BROWN to accept police report prepared and read by Chief HOMSCHEK. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
				 
	Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Jim EMLAW to approve PennEastern Engineers, LLC request for an 8 month time extension for PennDOT Agreement No. L00585 for the Main and McAlpine intersection project. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes, Jonathan GEDRICH to abstain

	Motion byGary HALAGARDA, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to approve Pioneer Construction Company Payment Application #1 in the amount of $22,596.30 for work at the Bennett Street Wall. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Chris VARZALY to approve Hadley Construction Contract #3 Plumbing Payment Application #1 in the amount of $25,402.50 for work at the Little League Clubhouse. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Mike FULLER to approve Hadley Construction Contract #1 General 
Construction Payment Application #1 in the amount of $90,198.00 for work at the Little League Clubhouse. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Mike Fuller, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to approve Advanced Electrical and 
Communications, LLC Payment Application #1 in the amount of $14,445.00 for work at the Little League Clubhouse. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Jim EMLAW to affirm all personnel matters regarding Treasurer and Salary Clerk positions since last Borough Council Meeting. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Mike FULLER to adopt Ordinance 7 of 2026 authorizing Avoca Borough Council to appoint the same individual to hold the offices of Borough Secretary and Borough Treasurer. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to hire Computer Reports Inc. (CRI Payroll Services) to provide payroll services for the Borough. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to pass Resolution 7 of 2026 naming Borough Secretary, Sandra VAN LUVENDER as Borough Secretary/Treasurer, pending adoption of Ordinance 7of 2026. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes
Audience: 
G Richard STANIS 1009 McAlpine Street was present regarding a request to have the Bennett Street alley paved in the 500 block by his family home. STANIS advised that he had been to council meetings in the past and started a petition years ago to have the alley paved. He had done research regarding the MS4 stormwater pollutants and found that AI considers dirt alleys a pollutant and therefore it should be paved.  
President HOMSCHEK advised that the Borough could look into a grant for the road but there were other, main roads in town that needed attention also. 
Fire Chief Tom MATTHEWS asked if the keys were changed at the Community Center, could we make sure the Knox Box key was updated. 
Chief MATTHEWS also related that abandoned or unkempt buildings in town that are unsafe have been added to a list at Luzerne County Communication Center. If emergency responders are dispatched to those locations, they are advised not to enter the buildings due to unsafe conditions. If anyone is aware of any such places in town, let Chief MATTHEWS know and he will advise the county.  
Chief MATTHEWS asked about the letters to the landlords. President HOMSCHEK advised that they just did the final corrections and the letter would be going out shortly. 
Chief MATTHEWS also asked if we could schedule a meeting for the Emergency Plan for town. EMA representative, Kevin O’BRIEN needed input from all (Police, Fire, Council and Street Department) in town to put the plan together.   
Street Department: 
Michael VOLCH reported that they had repaired the alley behind the 800 block of William Street. They are handling the grass cutting and the sewer blockage on McAlpine in the main line has been fixed. The manhole that was discovered during the repair will need to be restored. Bob BEJESKI to handle the repair.    
Reminders:
Still need to discuss repairs to Community Center heater. 
Duryea Borough will be celebrating 125th Anniversary, Thursday, May 28, 2026, with Ecumenical Services and Saturday, May 30, 2026 with a parade and picnic. Avoca Borough invited to attend.  
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by William SATKOWSKI to adjourn meeting at 1935HRS.   
 

