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AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, March 12, 2026  – Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, March 12, 2026, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1900HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1912HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by Guest Veteran, Robin DOMMERMUTH.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Kyler KOVALESKI, Chris VARZLY, Ken BROWN, James EMLAW and William SATKOWSKI. Michael FULLER and Jonathan GEDRICH were absent. 

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Ken BROWN to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second Chris VARZALY to pay all bills presented with monies available. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by William SATKOWSKI to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes

Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adopt Ordinance 6 of 2026 An Ordinance of Avoca Borough, Luzerne County, Regulating Residential Rental Unit Occupancy and Providing for Inspections and Penalties for Noncompliance. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by Chris VARZALY, second by Jim EMLAW to approve Contract #2 Change Order #1 for replacing the feed to the outside subpanel at the little league club house project for $1,200.00. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by William Satkowski, second by Jim EMLAW to approve Contract #1 Change Order #1 for replacing the lower roof at the little league club house project for $8,780.00. Roll Call Vote: (5) Five Yes -William Satkowski, Chris VARZALY, Gary HALAGARDA, Jim EMLAW and Kyler KOVALESKI – (2) Two No – Holly HOMSCHEK, Ken BROWN 
Audience:  
Tami LENTZ – 729 Chestnut Street, Avoca – reported that area between to homes on Chestnut and Spring Streets and the railroad has become all overgrown and the water is ponding there when heavy rains come. There are all kinds of rodents living in the overgrowth. Street Department member, Michael VOLCH, reported that he did check the area, and he believes if they cleaned out the ditch and the area around the storm box at Hawthorne Street that would relieve some of the water issues. President HOMSCHEK advised the Street Department would look into it and clean it up.  
Street Department: 

Michael VOLCH advised that the tractor and zero turn are ready to go for the season. A pothole list was started when asphalt plant opens. Joey JONES reported that some plants opened on Monday 03/09/2026. 600 block of South, top of Vine and School Street are on the list. 
 
Council:  
President HOMSCHEK advised that Avoca Borough was approached by Global Land Partners regarding an easement for a 24” to 30” gas line running along the Norfolk Southern tracks through town. More information to be provided by Global Land Partners. Fire Chief MATTEWS asked if it would be a high pressure line and how far down in the ground would it be. More information was needed before any kind of easement could be granted.  
President HOMSCHEK also mentioned that the oil heater in gym at Community Center is out of service and can’t be repaired. We can put on hold until the fall, waiting to hear back from Ronny Ralston on monies left from previous grant.   

President HOMSCHEK related that she would like to see Main and McAlpine Streets cleaned of all of the winter salt. If the new equipment for the skid steer couldn’t handle it, we might have to bring someone in as it is very bad this year.   
 
Borough assisted the Fire Department with handing out smoke detectors to those in need from town.  We do have a few smoke detectors left. 

 	Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adjourn meeting at 1940HRS.   
 


