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  						AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, February 12, 2026  – Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, February 12, 2026, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1853HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1901HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by Guest Veteran, Christopher VAN LUVENDER.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Kyler KOVALESKI, Chris VARZLY, Ken BROWN, James EMLAW, William SATKOWSKI, Michael FULLER and Jonathan GEDRICH.

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Mike FULLER, to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Ken BROWN to pay all bills presented with monies available. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Chris VARZALY, to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes

Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Mike Fuller to adopt Resolution 2 of 2026 to impose $75.00 dollar Amusement Tax. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to adopt Resolution 3 of 2026 to appoint
Holly HOMSCHEK as Compost Representative. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes – Holly HOMSCHEK abstain. 

Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to adopt Resolution 4 of 2026 sale of 2007 Chevy dump truck. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adopt Resolution 5 of 2026 Permission for Therese WRUBEL to serve as Duryea interim tax collector, while serving as Avoca Tax Collector. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes  
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICK, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adopt Resolution 6 of 2026 to appoint Mike FULLER  as Land Bank Representative. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Jim EMLAW to adopt Ordinance 5 of 2026 Authorizing Commencement
of Work on Condemned Property; Inspections; And Release from Condemnation. Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes 
 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Chris VARZALY to approve driveway permit for 813 Main Street. 
Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes 
 
Motion By Gary HALAGARDA, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to approve portable toilet rental (Biros Utilities) at Flatts Field - same price as last year, $95.00 per month.  Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes 
  
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to replace thermostat at the Community Center with a
digital thermostat.   Voice Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Mike FULLER to hire Mitchell RENNICK as a part-time police officer pending background investigation and state certification. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes, Holly HOMSCHEK to abstain  
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jim EMLAW to award the Bennett Street Wall and Drainage Improvements project to Pioneer Construction Co. Inc. in the amount of $225,838.50. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 
Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to sign the easements provided by LLVSA regarding LLVSA’s Mill Street Sewer Project contingent upon Penn Eastern Engineers, LLC and Attorney Dempsey’s concurrence and approval. Roll Call Vote: (9) Nine Yes 

Audience:  

Julius ZUCKERWAR from 630 McAlpine Street, Apartment #2 Rear – Stated that he felt the fire at his apartment building could have been prevented. The neighbor was a drunk and was drunk on the day of the fire. She had numerous DUIs and Public Drunkenness incidents. The Landlord had her evicted but then kept letting her come back. Julius felt she should have been arrested for trespassing. He related that (5) apartments, and a Barber Shop have been emptied now, all because of one lady.  Julius reported that the fire department and EMTs did their jobs at the scene.    

President Holly HOMSCHEK advised that the building Landlord should have been more responsible and handled the matter with the problem tenant. 

Fire Chief Tom MATTHEWS advised that the fire department responded to 100 more calls in the year 2025 from the 2024 count. The fire department responded to (60) sixty calls already in January 2026 and (20) twenty so far in February. Chief MATTHEWS asked if there was any new information about a fire tax.

President HOMSCHEK reported that she did speak Therese WRUBEL about adding an Emergency Service Tax with a flat rate per household. Something similar to the flat rate of the refuse collection fee. The Borough might also look to add the garbage fee to the taxes. 

Chief MATTHEWS also asked if there was any movement on the landlord registry and inspections.  President HOMSCHEK reported that a few met to discuss the issue. Attorney DEMPSEY was working on amending the current ordinance so that we could move forward with letters to the landlords.   
Chief MATTHEWS related that it is not the long time residents who aren’t donating. It is the out of state landlords, who have no stake in this town. He also advised that the apartment fire on McAlpine Street would have had a different ending, if at another time of day. There were no working smoke alarms in any of the units. Chief MATTHEWS added that the Fire, Police and Street Department worked well together at the last (2) two larger fires in town. 

Street Department: Michael VOLCH advised that they worked at clearing the Borough lot of snow piles and they are working on the spreader on the pickup.  
 
Miscellaneous:  
Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK suggested that the driveway ordinance be reviewed and edited, as it is outdated and doesn’t address many of the issues with a new driveway.   
	Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by William SATKOWSKI to adjourn meeting at 1935HRS.   
 

