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  AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, November 13, 2025 – Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, November 13, 2025, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHEK, presiding. The work session began at 1848HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1853HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by Alan KIESINGER.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Kyler KOVALESKI, Alan KIESINGER, Jonathan GEDRICH, Bob DOMMERMUTH, Jim EMLAW and William SATKOWSKI. Mike FULLER was absent.

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by William SATKOWSKI, to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to pay all bills presented with monies available.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Alan KIESINGER to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Alan KIESINGER, to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
               Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to award Refuse contract to J.P. Mascaro and Sons based   on bids received by the Avoca Borough on October 9, 2025. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes 

Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to continue membership in the Pa State Association of Boroughs – annual fee $378.00. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to continue membership in the Association of Mayors of the Boroughs of PA - $60.00 for the year 2026.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to assist Fire Department with cost share of new gear Grant – approx. cost of $5,000. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Alan KIESINGER to approve KRASAVAGE’s 3rd Payment Request for the Gedding Street Project.  Penn Eastern has reviewed the payment request and recommends payment in the amount of $231,575.58. Roll Call Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to table repair work for Street Dept Chevy Dump Truck – needs brakes, wiring for rear lights, tie rods, struts, ball joints and driver side axel – approx. cost $5,000.  S. VAN LUVENDER was asked to obtain a second opinion on the repairs. Ed SULIMA from Buzzy’s Auto was contacted and he agreed that the repairs would be more than $5000.00 and the vehicle was not worth that. The truck was placed out of service as it was unable to be inspected and there were issues with the brakes.  
  Approve request for a second handicap parking space at 1000 Clark Street (parking actually on Grove Street – across from 315 Grove).   This item was placed on the December Agenda as the necessary paperwork was not received prior to the November meeting.
Audience: Fire Chief Tom MATTHEWS reported that the annual fund drive was underway, but again only 28% of the residents have donated, yet 100% of the residents receive the services. The Fire Department can’t continue to operate if things keep going like this. He again gave the analogy of if only 28% of the residents paid for trash collection, we wouldn’t be able to pay for trash collection. 

President HOMSCHEK related that the Borough would again be allotting $35,000 for the Fire Department and the Avoca Ambulance said that they would be giving the fire department a significant amount. Chief MATTHEWS related that the Fire Department does appreciate what the Borough does give. The Fire Department has heard nothing from Ambulance representatives. 

Chief MATTHEWS related that the Fire Department requested a meeting before budget talks began. He understands that no one wants higher taxes, but the Borough does need to look at implementing a fire tax. The State is also trying to look into more funding for fire departments. 

President HOMSCHEK reported that she would be supportive of a fire tax. There needed to be some research done to see how to go about it. She asked if solicitor, Jordan DEMPSEY would be willing to call the PA Association of Boroughs about the matter and if councilman William SATKOWSKI could also assist in the research. 
  
Albert DeGENNARO, JP MASCARO wanted to thank the Avoca Borough for continuing to work together with trash collection in town.  

Resident Mike LAMPMAN wanted to thank the Borough for all their work with the waste transfer station. Solicitor Jordan DEMPSEY explained that it was appealed to the Commonwealth Court, and it could go to the US Supreme Court after that. LAMPMAN asked if the Borough could countersue for the attorney fees regarding the matter. Solicitor DEMPSEY reported that the Borough could not.  

Street Department: Michael VOLCH reported that repairs to the foot bridge down at the Flatts Field have been completed. He also reported that the Ford is ready to go if it snows.  

Engineer: Avoca Borough Engineer’s Report (dated November 13, 2025) prepared by Paul PASONICK. (See attached)
 
Police: The Police Report was prepared by Chief David HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. (See attached).   

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to adjourn the meeting at 1917HRS. 


