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 AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, September 11, 2025 – Council Meeting
 Meeting Minutes
 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, September 11, 2025, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHECK, presiding. The work session began at 1745HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1756HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by William SATKOWSKI.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Kyler KOVALESKI, Mike FULLER, Alan KIESINGER, Jonathan GEDRICH and William SATKOWSKI. Bob DOIMMERMUTH and Jim EMLAW were absent.

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH, Code Enforcement Joey JONES and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Mike FULLER to pay all bills presented with monies available.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Alan KIESINGER to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by William SATKOWSKI to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to not upgrade Speed Enforcement Sign at Borough Building to solar power – All Traffic Solutions Quote $1170.97.  Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Mike FULLER to pass Resolution 9 of 2025 Luzerne County 2025 Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Jonathna GEDRICH to pass Resolution 10 of 2025 for the 2026 Community Development Program Grant Paving Project (Jason, New and Court & Rear McAlpine) – cost $179,533.00. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to amend amount of Resolution 11 of 2025 from 550,000.00 to $648,800.00. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to pass Resolution 11 of 2025 for the Multimodal Street Lighting Project – Main Street between Cherry and Hawthorne – cost $646,800.00. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes     
[bookmark: _Hlk208234103]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to pass Resolution 12 of 2025 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for fencing and Improvements at the Little League and Flats Ball Fields- $230,000.00. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
[bookmark: _Hlk208842133]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Alan KIESINGER to pass Resolution 13 of 2025 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for installing Generators at the Borough Building – cost $152,200. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Mike FULLER to pass Resolution 14 of 2025 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for installing Generators at the Borough Garage – cost 108,200. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to pass Resolution 15 of 2025 application for Luzerne County LSA Grant Program to DCED for installing Generators at the Avoca Fire Department – cost 115,200. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to amend number of tires from (4) four to (6) six  for  Dodge Ram truck (estimate for (4) four tires from BAC was $848.00). Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Alan KIESINGER to purchase (6) six new tires for Dodge Ram Truck. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Mike FULLER to oppose GORAIL initiative – insufficient information. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
 Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Mike FULLER to replace approximately 109 feet of additional sanitary sewer on Gedding Street.  PennEastern Engineers, LLC recommends this additional work and estimates it to cost an additional $16,000. Roll Call Vote (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Mike Fuller to approve KRASAVAGE’s 1st Payment Request for the Gedding Street Project.  Penn Eastern has reviewed the payment request and recommends payment in the amount of $10,411.79. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Alan KIESINGER to approve PennEastern Engineers, LLC request for an 8 month time extension for PennDOT Agreement No. L00585 for the Main and McAlpine intersection project. Voice Vote (6) Six Yes – Jonathan GEDRICH to abstain    
Audience: Nothing 
Street Department:  Councilman, William SATKOWSKI reported that he had received numerous comments about what a good job the Street Department is doing. 

Engineer: Avoca Borough Engineer’s Report (dated September 11, 2025) prepared by Paul PASONICK. (See attached)
 
Police: The Police Report was prepared by Chief David HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. (See attached).   

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adjourn the meeting at 1940HRS. 
