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 AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, October 9, 2025 – Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, October 9, 2025, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHECK, presiding. The work session began at 1852HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1903HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by William SATKOWSKI.

Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Kyler KOVALESKI, Alan KIESINGER, Jonathan GEDRICH, Bob DOMMERMUTH, Jim EMLAW and William SATKOWSKI. Mike FULLER was absent.

Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO, Street Department Michael VOLCH and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.

[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Alan KIESINGER, to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jim EMLAW to pay all bills presented with monies available.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439]Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Alan KIESINGER, to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes
Refuse Bids opened by President Holly HOMSCHEK. (2) Two Bids were received from JP MASCARO and CASELLA. The bids were as follows: 
JP MASCARO  1yr 303,384, 2yr 621,120 and 3yr 955,296 – (3) three bag limit, includes (1) one bulk per month, yearly clean-up $4,416 additional
CASELLA 1yr 332,072, 2yr 629,196 and 3yr 930,991- $5 per extra bag – Alt. I bulk as needed, price per item, Alt. II annual bulk, additional 1yr $8,000, 2yr $16,124 and 3yr $21655  
Refuse contract to be awarded at November 13, 2025 Council Meeting. 

Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to pass Resolution 16 of 2025 for Statewide LSA Grant – Avoca Hose Company Building Improvements – total $350,000. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes, G. HALAGARDA abstain 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to continue membership with Northeast PA Land Bank $1500.00 fee. Voice Vote (8) Eight Yes  

Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to discontinue service contract with Copitech for office copier $655.00 annually – copier getting older, difficult to get parts and supplies. Higher Info Group priced new copier $2,965.00 purchase price /lease 60 months $63.15 – annual service $375. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to approve KRASAVAGE’s 2nd Payment Request for the Gedding Street Project.  Penn Eastern has reviewed the payment request and recommends payment in the amount of $105,216.39. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to repair foot bridge down by Flatts Fields with composite decking, approximately $820.00 for materials.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Alan KIESINGER to approve Handicap Parking Permit in front of 731 Spring Street – COLLINS residence.  Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to purchase (2) two light fixtures for outside, back of the building – both lights out, total cost $209.50. Voice Vote (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI, to donate $100.00 to Pittston Area Baseball Booster Club. Voice Vote: (8) Eight Yes 
Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Alan KIESINGER to select PennEastern Engineers, LLC as the engineering firm for the West Avoca Little League Pile Design and to submit the Noncompetitive Procurement Request Letter to DEP. Voice Vote (8) Eight Yes  
Audience:

Fire Chief, Tom MATTHEWS asked again about the requested meeting with the Fire Committee before Budget talks begin. Chief MATTHEWS explained that the fire department will not be to continue to operate under the current budget conditions. He reported that only 28% of the town have donated to the last fund drive, yet 100% of the town receive fire department services. The demographics of the town have changed with more out-of-state landlords. The department does bill for crashes, but it didn’t always mean the bill would be paid by insurance. The department is currently out of a large quantity of foam because of an unpaid bill, and can’t do selective billing.  Chief MATTHEWS reported that Avoca is not alone with these problems, many of the local departments are struggling with the same issues.  

Chief MATTHEWS advised that the department just received notification that we were awarded a grant for (20) twenty new sets of turnout gear. With the award, comes a cost share of $5,000 that the Federal Government will not waive. President HOMSCHEK advised that the Borough would be willing to assist with the cost share, if necessary, in order to accept the award. President HOMSCHEK advised Chief MATTHEWS to let the Borough know of the smaller expenses that the Borough might be able to assist with. 
    
Street Department: Michael VOLCH reported that they received the new equipment (Backhoe and Skid Steer) and they have been using it around town. Councilman SATKOWSKI asked VOLCH if they were ready for the winter and he related that they were. 

Engineer: Avoca Borough Engineer’s Report (dated October 13, 2025) prepared by Paul PASONICK. (See attached)
 
Police: The Police Report was prepared by Chief David HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. (See attached).   

Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to adjourn the meeting at 1933HRS. 


