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  AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, August 14, 2025 – Council Meeting
 Meeting Minutes
 The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, August 14, 2025, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHECK, presiding. The work session began at 1849HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1857HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by Jonathan GEDRICH.
Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Gary HALAGARDA, Kyler KOVALESKI, Bob DOMERMUTH, Jim EMLAW, Jonathan GEDRICH and William SATKOWSKI. Allen KIESINGER and Mike FULLER were absent.
Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Borough Engineer Paul PASONICK, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Police Officer Jonathan ALAIMO and Secretary Sandra VAN LUVENDER.
[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to pay all bills presented with monies available.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439] 	Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
Motion by Jim EMLAW, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to advertise for bids for Refuse Contract – current contract set to expire January 31, 2026. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes  
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Jim EMLAW to donate $100.00 to the AOH Annual Thomas DURKIN Memorial Golf Open. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes  
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to table supporting /opposing GoRail in circulating a letter calling for smart rail policies that strengthen multimodal transportation, improve safety, and promote infrastructure investment—without burdening taxpayers. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes  
Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to renew annual Service contract with Copitech for Police Copier $555.00. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by William SATKOWSKI, second by Jim EMLAW to pay Norfolk Southern Invoices (93961861 - $5619.31 and 94042251 - $1622.53) up front and be reimbursed by Main/McAlpine Street grant funding.  Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Gary HALAGARDA, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to pass Resolution 8 of 2025 to sponsor LSA Grant for New Machine for the Compost Facility. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Audience: 

Fire Chief, Tom MATTHEWS asked if the Borough would support the Fire Department in putting in for a State LSA grant. The cost estimate was $500,000, but the department knows we will not receive the full amount. 

Chief MATTHEWS also requested a meeting with the Council Fire Committee before budget talks begin. President HOMSCHEK advised that she is re-doing the committees, and they will let him know about a meeting. 

EMA Representative, Kevin O’BRIEN reported that he did check with EMA about bringing the siren back in town and if there was any funding available. He was still waiting for an answer. O’BRIEN supported the Borough looking for funding for (3) three emergency generators at the Borough Building, Garage and Fire Department. 

O’BRIEN reported that EMA is currently working on the updated Emergency Management Plan and he will need the assistance of Borough Officials, Police and Fire members to complete the updates. 

O’BRIEN also wanted to pass on kudos to all you helped clean out the debris rack at the creek in the last major rainstorm.  
 
Resident, Mr. John WRAZIEN advised that he has lived in the Borough for (54) fifty-four years and he recently had a problem with his sewer line being blocked. He believes that the cause is an infrastructure issue, and he hopes that the Borough will help out, as the break is in the street. He was charged $225.00 to find that the break was in the lateral in the street. WRAZIEN reported that there is 16 feet from the curb to the main line in the road. The break is approximately 49 feet from the house in the roadway. He paid $250 for Easy Flow to find the break at 49 feet in the road. 

WRAZIEN related that Bob (BEJESKI) did come with a video guy, and they checked the main line. WRAZIEN related that it is a sizable repair, and it was caused by the failing infrastructure of the Borough, and he thinks the Borough should help. There is PVC tapped into terracotta and the problem is in the lateral in the street. His question was can the Borough help with the repair? 

President HOMSCHEK asked if he had the water/sewer line insurance? WRAZIEN related that he did but they will only take care of blocks and clogs in the sewer, not breaks in the line. He reported that they would take care of water line breaks. WRAZIEN reported that he is on a fixed income, and he is asking for help. Again, the blockage is at 49 feet. The water is going down, but he is just not sure where it is going to. WRAZIEN reported that he would check again with the insurance.   

President HOMSCHEK related that council would take his information into advisement and get back to him with a response.  
Council: 

President, Holly HOMSCHEK noted that the Avoca Borough had put in for grant funding for a Lighting Project on Main Street between Cherry and Hawthorne Streets. Grant writer, Sandra OPSHINSKY was able to get the grant completed just before the deadline.  

President HOMSCHEK also mentioned addressing the falling trees along the Mill Creek bed ahead of the Avoca border. The trees are coming down during the heavy rainstorms and then damming up at the debris rack, causing the water to rise in that area.  

Street Department: No one present – Councilman, William SATKOWSKI noted that all was well. 

Engineer: Avoca Borough Engineer’s Report (dated August 14, 2025) prepared by Paul PASONICK. (See attached)

Code Enforcement: 

Police: The Police Report was prepared by Chief David HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. (See attached).   

Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to adjourn the meeting at 1940HRS.


