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AVOCA BOROUGH
Thursday, August 8, 2024 – Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
The regular meeting of the Avoca Borough Council was held on Thursday, August 8, 2024, with Council President, Holly HOMSCHECK, presiding. The work session began at 1837HRS. The regular meeting was called to order at 1843HRS, and Pledge of Allegiance was said by Allen KIESINGER. 
	Council Members in attendance: Holly HOMSCHEK, Dennis O’BRIEN, Jonathan GEDRICH, Kyler KOVALESKI, Mike FULLER, Alan KIESINGER and Bob DOMMERMUTH.  Jim EMLAW and Gary HALAGARDA were absent. 
	Also in attendance: Mayor Robert MULLEN, Attorney Jordan DEMPSEY, Police Chief Dave HOMSCHEK, Borough Engineer, Paul PASONICK and Secretary, Sandra VAN LUVENDER.  
[bookmark: _Hlk121481199]	Motion by Mike FULLER, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to accept the minutes from last month’s meeting.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
	Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Dennis O’BRIEN to pay all bills presented with monies available.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes
[bookmark: _Hlk151554525][bookmark: _Hlk121482204]Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Bob DOMMERMUTH to accept new correspondence as presented. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes  
[bookmark: _Hlk121482422][bookmark: _Hlk145926213][bookmark: _Hlk154478439][bookmark: _Hlk172890769][bookmark: _Hlk154733151]             Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Alan KIESINGER to accept police report prepared by Chief HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor MULLEN.  Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes 

Motion by Kyler KOVALESKI, second by Dennis O’BRIEN to junk old street department trailer – Title is missing and replacement title cost $67.00. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Mike Fuller, second by Jonathan GEDRICH to donate to Avoca AOH for Memorial Golf Tournament - amount: $100. Voice Vote: (7) Seven Yes

Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Dennis O’BRIEN to adopt Resolution 3 of 2024 Multimodal Transportation Grant Application McAlpine Street Improvement Project. Roll Call Vote: (6) Six Yes, Jonathan GEDRICH abstain 
Motion by Alan KIESINGER, second by Kyler KOVALESKI to accept proposal to add $807,211 of property insurance coverage for the fields, courts, parks and creek fencing and equipment to our current insurance policy – premium cost would be an additional $1958. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes   
Motion by Dennis O’BRIEN, second by Alan KIESINGER to accept recommendation of PennEastern Engineers to award the Calaveri Street Drainage and Roadway Improvement project to Pennsy Supply, Inc. in the amount of $130,760.00. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes 
Motion by Jonathan GEDRICH, second by Dennis O’BRIEN to schedule Creek Cleanout – before inspection - cost $18,500. Roll Call Vote: (7) Seven Yes   
Audience: 

Michael HAFFNER 1013 Plane Street Avoca, PA - explained that the access road that runs between the Hertz Garage and 1033 Plane Street is washing out. Several people use that road to access their back driveways. It is especially dangerous for motorcycles.  

Fire Chief, Tom MATTHEWS asked again about rental inspection ordinance and where things were at. President HOMSCHEK advised that she was meeting with Joseph JONES to discuss the next steps. The rental list was being compiled by Therese WRUBEL and Secretary Van Luvender. 

Chief MATTHEWS also asked about the status of the garage that was falling down next to the Hose Co. President HOMSCHEK did reach out to the owner, Charles GAMBO after the meeting on 08/08/2024. Secretary VAN LUVENDER spoke with GAMBO again on 08/09/2024 and he related that he would work on getting it down. 

Chief MATTHEWS was checking on the status of the ORLUK property on Grove Street. He was advised that BHW was to start issuing fines to them, as nothing had been done to clean up the mess. 
 
Street Department:  Michael VOLCH and Stan SPAGNUOLO present.    

Stan SPAGNUOLO mentioned a trash problem at 922/924 Grove Street. Trash is placed out days before collection and is scattered all over the road. Chief HOMSCHEK asked Officer ALAIMO to check into the matter.     
Council Members: 

Councilman, Mike FULLER related that Annie CORCORAN inquired about using the Community Center for chair yoga.
It was suggested that she wait until the pending Grant Improvements had been completed. How much would the Borough charge – were there any waivers needed? 

Kyler KOVALESKI commented that the Fire Department did a great job with the Ice Cream Truck Fund Raiser. 
 
Engineer: Avoca Borough Engineer’s Report (dated August 8, 2024) prepared by Paul PASONICK. (See attached)

Police: 
The Police Report was prepared by Chief David HOMSCHEK and read by Mayor Robert MULLEN. (See attached).   
	
Motion by Bob DOMMERMUTH, second by Dennis O’BRIEN to adjourn the meeting at 1913HRS. 
 

  
